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f Hamilton's Bawn' to Marshal Soult inclusive, enjoy a
prescriptive freedom from the labours of the lamp. Nor
would any one expect in general to find much book lore
among the agricultural classes, whose talk is about oxen,
and whose whole soul is in the furrows of the plough.
Little more should we of Europe look for the represen-
tation of national learning among those whom we
emphatically term ' business men/ In the East this is,
however, precisely the class which divides with the
Legists or 'Mollas7 the chief literary honours of the
land.

The apparent anomaly is easily explained. For while
on the one hand the town-nurtured mind is naturally
predisposed to enquiry and research of all kinds, on the
other, business, as it is generally understood in the
Mahometan world, high and low, has little of the specu-
lative and venturesome character that renders it in
Europe and America so all-absorbing to the energies of
those concerned in it. What is the natxire and what
are the precise causes of this diversity we shall presently
see. Meanwhile, except during the very hours of the
day when the counting-house and store-room are un-
locked, and the time that the merchant or shopkeeper
has his books and ledgers actually open before him (and
not alwaj^s even then), the East-Mahometan ' man of
business' can, and in general does, as completely leave
aside the cares, anxieties, and even the very thought of
his 'bread-earning' labour as ever did Charles Lamb
himself when round the corner of Leadenhall Street.
But then no one in England would have ever dreamt of
calling Charles Lamb a good * business-man/ whereas he
might have been a very pattern specimen of the article
in the East. Freed from his commercial duties, the
intelligence of the Oriental tradesman, already dis-
ciplined into activity by stated though light work,